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"Remarkable--. What sets Lost Boys apart from the ordinary lament is the author's palpable sense

of care and compassion."--The Washington Post Book WorldIn the past few years our national

consciousness has been altered by haunting images of mass slaughters in American high schools,

carried out by troubled young boys with guns. It's now clear that no matter where we live or how

hard we try as parents, our children are likely to be going to school with boys who are capable of

getting guns and pulling triggers. What has caused teen violence to spread from the urban

war-zones of large cities right into the country's heartland? And what can we do to stop this

terrifying trend?James Garbarino, Ph.D., Cornell University professor and nationally noted

psychologist, insists that there are things that we, both as individuals and as a society, can do. In a

richly anecdotal style he outlines warning signs that parents and teachers can recognize, and

suggests steps that can be taken to turn angry and unhappy boys away from violent action. Full of

insight, vivid individual portraits, practical advice and considered hope, this is one of the most

important and original books ever written about boys.
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I worked as a documentary producer for some time in the 90's and came to have some first-hand

knowledge of one of the cases James Garbarino discusses in this book, that of Shareef Cousin, a

New Orleans teen who was once the youngest person ever to be on death row in the US.Garbarino

presents Cousin as a prime example of how a child can fall into a life of violence and murder for lack



of a father figure. Problem: Shareef Cousin was not violent and did not murder anyone. His case is

one of the most famous US cases of a totally innocent person, in this case a child, landing up on

death row. Cousin was actually on several home videotapes taken at the time of the crime playing in

a basketball game at a distant community center. Authorities were well aware of this evidence at the

time of his trial but suppressed the information, and, in the meantime, coerced Cousin into

confessing to a robbery he also couldn't have committed in order to keep him in prison after he was

taken off death row. (He's out now, all charges dropped and convictions overturned, and he's a fine,

upstanding citizen.). His story is not one of a fatherless boy falling into a life of crime, but of racism

and corruption in the New Orleans DA'S office.If you use the  search feature to view Garbarino's

references to Cousin's case in this book, you'll see he gives the impression he interviewed Cousin

at length to get all sorts of insight into how his childhood circumstances made him a murderer. He

even intimates that Shareef more or less admitted guilt. This is sheer rubbish. From day one,

Cousin, his wonderfully supportive family, and numerous witnesses proclaimed his innocence to

anyone and everyone who would listen.
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